Dear Federal Communications Commission, 


We, Tricities Media Group LLC, are writing to express our strong opposition to 
Proceeding 24-240, which concerns the proposal put forth by NextNav as outlined in 
the FCC Public Notice of August 2024. Our stance aligns with the position articulated 
by the Meshtastic project in their opposition to this proceeding. 


As a technology organization, we recognize the critical importance of maintaining 

open and unrestricted access to unlicensed frequency bands. We believe that the 

proposal under consideration in Proceeding 24-240 poses significant risks to open- 
source projects, community-driven networks, and public interest at large. We urge 
the FCC to reject this proposal based on the following concerns: 


e Threat to Open-Source Innovation: Proceeding 24-240, if approved, would 
severely restrict access to frequency bands currently utilized by projects like 
Meshtastic. This would stifle innovation in the open-source community, which 
has been a driving force in developing communication solutions for 
commercial, public, and private use cases. 

e Exacerbating the Digital Divide: Restricting this access would 
disproportionately affect rural and low-income communities who may utilize 
these bands for loT and other devices. 

e Public Safety Resiliency Concerns: The ability to rapidly deploy ad-hoc node- 
based networks using unlicensed bands is critical for emergency response 
and public safety. 

e Economic Impact on Small Innovators: This proceeding, if approved, would 
create more barriers for small-scale operators, hobbyists, and startups who 
rely on unlicensed spectrum for development and prototyping. 

e Discouragement of Hobbyist Users: We believe that the best way to learn 
about radio and wireless technologies is to get hands-on experience. Projects 
like Meshtastic let students and new radio users explore radio's capabilities in 
a Safe, legal way, providing the wireless industry as a whole with a pipeline of 
highly skilled radio technicians and technologists. Preserving bands for 
experimentation and learning is vital to the future commercial utilization of 
radio. 


We strongly urge the FCC to reject Proceeding 24-240 and maintain the current 
open access to the frequency bands in question. We believe that any changes to 
spectrum allocation should be made with careful consideration of their impact on 
existing users, particularly those engaged in open-source and community-driven 
projects. 


In our opinion, the potential benefits of NextNav's proposal do not outweigh the 
significant risks and drawbacks outlined above. Thank you for your consideration of 
this critical matter. We trust that the FCC will prioritize the public interest and the 
principles of open innovation in its decision-making process. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mackenly Jones 
Owner/Founder 
Tricities Media Group LLC 


